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	Frank, Sabine clinch Audi Oman Hobie 16 National Championship

	
MUSCAT — The third Audi Oman Hobie National Championship was recently held at the PDO Recreation Club, Ras Al Hamra, where the finalists competed to win the coveted trophy. 

The event was a success with a record 15 boats competing in strong winds. A total of nine races determined the championship. As last year one team stood out and proved to be nearly unbeatable. The winners were Frank van Beek (helm) and Sabine Vahrenkamp (crew) after claiming 4 first, 2 second and 3 third places. Last year’s winners Klaus Mueller and Jane Nicolson had to settle for second place followed by Tony and Paul Henry van Thiel in third. 

Sponsored by Audi Oman for the third year running, the prequalification round for the PDO Recreation Club members to decide who would secure the 10 PDO Recreation Club boats for the event took place on June 8 and 9. 

Designed in the 1960s by Hobie Alter, the Hobie 16 — a very fast and exciting sailing boat which is sailed by a team of two called helm and crew — is the most popular sailing catamaran class worldwide with over 175,000 sold since its launch. As a one design boat, each Hobie 16 has an identical hull design and sails and therefore a sailing competition using these boats truly tests sailing skills with no competitor enjoying a ‘bigger budget’ advantage. 

Ibrahim Al Zadjali, brand manager — Audi Oman, said: “It was a truly exciting event. Congratulations to the winners and well done everyone who participated. Audi Oman is proud to be the sponsor of the Oman Hobie 16 National Championship for the third time and it was great to see so many teams take part.” 

In Oman, Audi sponsored the Sports Day of College of Engineering, Sultan Qaboos University. 

Audi has been actively involved in sports with innumerable trophies especially in the Le Mans 24 hour races and is the proud sponsor of some of the world’s most exciting sports events such as the Alpine Ski World Championship, various polo, golf, basketball and football. 
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