2008 Al Bustan Four Points Challenge Race

What a great day of racing; 19 boats on the water, 3 to 15 knots, huge wind swings and mood swings between helms / crews after 5 plus hours on the water together!

Looking at the competitors back at the club packing their boats away – everyone seemed to have a smile and to be buzzing from the enjoyment of this unique and different kind of event.

A very special thank you to Al Bustan Palace Hotel for sponsoring this inaugural event with such prestigious prizes.

Also a warm thank you goes to Conrad for making the effort and bringing his boat all the way down from Dubai for the weekend, sailing solo on a Spitfire with a spinnaker!

We started at 11:00, just as the wind stabilised at a steady 3 knots. A staggered start off the beach saw all boats head out on starboard tack on course due NW – our first mark the Fahal Weather Buoy a NE course from the club; it couldn’t have been more of a beat if we tried to lay it!

As the fleet slowly tacked their way up the first leg, there seemed to be some contradictory signals on the water; the tankers were lying towards Muscat so it seemed that a starboard tack should gain more being broadside against the current in the prevailing light winds, however several teams selected the port tack parallel with the coast and gained significantly over the boats that predominantly sailed on starboard, the old adage maybe if the wind should fill in it fills in from the East so stay east for as long as possible?

First around the mark were Hans and Rob on their Nacra 20, followed by Tony and Paul Henri on their Hobie 20 Miracle, next to everyone’s surprise Suleiman and Abdul Latif on a standard Hobie 16 in third place, followed very closely by Conrad on his Spitfire and Joe and Kirsten  fifth on the borrowed Nacra 5.5. 
As the balance of the fleet made their way around the first mark, the fleet began to spread out, some choosing a shore tack while others headed out to sea to leave the Fahal Island to port. Within 30 minutes of the last boat rounding the first mark, the wind started to fill in more and more strongly. All boats taking advantage of the extra gusts to carve their way down wind, the bigger boats in the fleet (with their spinnakers) stretched their legs and proceeded at great pace towards the Seeb Wreck buoy as the balance of the fleet of Hobe 16s / Prindle / Dart 18 searched for any advantage that they could find. 

Our visiting boat from Dubai struggling with the local land marks decided to head closer inshore to visualise his options and sight the Seeb Wreck buoy, unfortunately, Conrad in his haste to get on the water on Thurdsay morning, hadn’t quite fitted his hatch cover properly, surfing along under spinnaker, started to fill up his leeward hull until the inevitable capsize. Once righted and limping to shore he was able to get assistance from the beach and acquire a  round disc shape of concrete and taped it into place and he was off again – a some what 90 minutes later though! 

As the lead boats rounded the Seeb Wreck buoy the wind had piped up to 12 to 15 knots which was a delight to all. With a long one legged twin wiring beat leg ahead, all teams soon settled into their rhythm and proceeded to the penultimate mark, the Qurm Wreck Buoy. Places swapped regularly with some interesting wind bends as all the teams proceeded East. Several boats capsized with the gusts but all got back on their feet and proceeded home. Unfortunately for Vaughan and Paul, their Prindle 16 had gear failure and sohad to return to Castaways to carry out repairs and effectively retire. 
As the remainder of the fleet battled their way up the shore line taking bearings on the Intercontinental hotel to round the Qurm Wreck buoy, the middle to rear end of the fleet began to close in. However the leading teams, taking advantage of the long run down under spinnakers to Seeb, really pulled away from the fleet and romped home after rounding Qurm buoy and rounding the buoy in the PDO bay. Hans and Rob on their Nacra 20 took the first Al Bustan Four Points Challenge Race Line Honours with a time of exactly 4 hours. 
While nearing the finish, a misinterpretation of the course by Suleiman and Abdul Latif led them to return to the rounding buoy in PDO bay after thinking they had finished, causing them to vie for their position with Rodger and Paul on a older Hobie 16. Luckily for Suleiman and Abdul Latif, Rodger and Paul somehow flipped their boat over so they maintained a marginal lead of 2 minutes at the finish.

With the majority of the Hobie 16s finishing within 30 minutes of each other after 5 1/2 hours sailing this was the adventurous and close sailing that all teams were looking for. 

I would like thank all the teams for participating in this endurance race and for having the faith in my “order” for the wind on the day. A very special thanks to Markus on the beach at the start / finish, Brett and Martin in the rib with the safety cover / water and of course to our very generous sponsor, Al Bustan Palace Hotel. We look forward to making it bigger and better next year.

Results 

Line Honours                                                    Hans De Koningh / Rob Nieuwenhuijs Nacra 20

First Place corrected                                         Joe / Kirsten Cumming Nacra 5.5

Nous Nous Award (mid place) corrected          
Tony / Emmy Males

Out of hat                                                       Ernie Meili / Carmella Flores

Returned first place gift for out of the hat          Glenn Perry / William Walton

Kindly returned by Joe / Kirsten 

